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University, enrolled its first students in Fall 2015 and did not have any graduates to include in 
this analysis.  The SUS institutions award degrees in 28 fields of study.  
  
Employment and/or enrollment records were available for 89% of graduates.  Data for the 
remaining 6,843 graduates were not found.  Employment information was available from Florida 
and from the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and 40 additional states participating in WRIS 2.  
Enrollment data was available from the National Student Clearinghouse, which has a database of 
records from 3,600 colleges and universities nationwide.  Refer to the full report for more details. 
 
The study was designed to answer the following four questions.  

1. Do graduates get jobs? 
2. Do graduates pursue additional education? 
3. Do graduates work while pursuing additional education?  
4. What are the starting salaries of graduates? 

 
This information brief focuses on the first research question - do graduates get jobs?   
 
Findings 
In response to the question - do graduate get jobs? - the answer is a resounding yes.  
Approximately 92% of the Class of 2015 of graduates in the study worked in Florida or in one of 
40 other states and territories within one year after graduation.  ET
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Table 1.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working One Year After Graduation, by Fields of Study 

Field of Study 

Total Working 
# of 

Graduates 
Found # 

% of 
Graduates 

Found 
  

Business & Marketing 9,410 96%  9,813 

Health Professions 6,160 93%   6,609 

Social Sciences 4,482 91%  4,913 

Psychology 4,051 89%   4,540 

Biological Sciences 3,157 81%  3,901 

Engineering 3,051 94%   3,255 

Education 2,820 97%  2,922 
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Follow up question 1:  Do working graduates work full-time? 
The majority (71%) of graduates who worked were employed full-time one year after completing 
a bachelor’s degree.  By field of study, the proportion of graduates who worked full-time ranged 
from 48% of Biological Sciences graduates to 89% of Engineering Technician graduates.   
 
Table 2.  
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Data Sources & Notes 
The analysis utilized individual-level data for the 60,333 graduates from the State University Data 
System (SUDS) maintained by the Florida Board of Governors.  These records were matched to 
records in the National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) and the Florida Education and Training 
Placement Information Program (FETPIP) to determine employment and education outcomes.   
 
Data reported in this information brief include graduates whose degrees were granted in the 
Summer and Fall terms of 2014 and the Spring of 2015.   Enrollments were counted within 14 
months, or 426 days, of graduation.   Graduates who worked within one year were counted if 
they worked at least one quarter within four quarters after graduation.  Full- and part-time 
employment status was based on employment in the 4th quarter following graduation.  The 
outcomes reported in this brief also include graduates who worked while pursuing further 
education
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