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Grandparent Waiver Implementation & 
Guidance Document for 

State University System Institutions 
Updated: June 2024 

Background 
requirements and provides guidance for the State University System institutions in 
implementing this new waiver program. 

Student Eligibility 
Students must meet the following requirements to be eligible for the grandparent waiver. 
Students are only eligible to receive this waiver starting in their first year of enrollment. 

1. Have  will be considered acceptable for determining 
grandparent’s residency and relationship to student. 

i. A standardized 
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Education Office of Student Financial Assistance publishes the threshold 
annually in the Bright Futures Student Handbook. The current minimum 
combined score for a 2023-24 high school graduate is 1340. The 
required score for a 2024-25 graduate is 1340. 

b. An ACT score concordant to the required SAT score above, using the latest 
published national concordance table developed jointly by the College Board 
and ACT, Inc. A concordant ACT score of 29 may also be used to qualify 
for 
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calculated in the same way as other existing waivers, that is, 110% of total degree 
hours. 

3. The waiver may not be applied retroactively. 
4. Students will be treated as residents and should only be charged fees charged to 

resident students. 
5. A maximum of 350 new students system-wide may be granted a grandparent waiver 

each academic year. For instance, in the 2023-24 fiscal year there may be up to 
700 students with waivers system wide, assuming the 350 students awarded in the 
2022-23 academic year re-enroll. 

a. Per the Board of Governors waiver regulation, the Chancellor or 
designee will make the final determination regarding the institutional 
allocations of the waiver. 

b. Once a waiver has been granted, it will stay with that institution until the 
recipient graduates, leaves the institution, or otherwise becomes ineligible. 

c. Each institution will be allocated an initial number of waivers at the start of 
each award cycle. 

d. Unused slots may be reallocated between institutions if needed to maximize 
use of the waiver. 

e. Board staff shall develop a process for monitoring and redistributing waivers 
to ensure the maximum number of waivers are awarded each academic year. 
Since the Grandparent Waiver is state-mandated, it does not count towards 
any discretionary waiver caps or limits. 
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This information request will be due after each university has closed its add/drop 
window. Board staff will redistribute any waivers that have not been awarded to current 
first-year students. 

 
Universities are encouraged to share all the above information and dates with 
students seeking a grandparent waiver. 
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