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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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Question 1:  Do graduates get jobs? 

 
Yes, 93% of baccalaureate graduates found in the national databases worked within one 
year after graduation in the state of Florida or one of the other 40 states and territories 
who voluntarily participate in WRIS 2.  Two-thirds of those who worked did so full-
time one year after graduation.  One out of every four who worked also continued their 
education at the same time.  The field of study with the largest number of graduates 
who worked either full- or part-time was Business & Marketing with 9,628 graduates. 
 
Question 2:  Do graduates pursue additional education after earning a baccalaureate 

 &Question 2: 





  

 

BOARD of GOVERNORS  State University System of Florida                                 5 
 

  

Table 4.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working, by Largest 
Race/Ethnicity Categories 

13 

  
Table 5.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working, by Gender                     13  
  
Table 6.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Enrolled in Further Education,   
by Largest Fields of Study 

14 

  
Table 7.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Enrolled in Further Education,   
 by Largest Race/Ethnicity Categories 

15 

  
Table 8.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Enrolled in Further Education, by 
Gender 

16 

  
Table 9.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working While Enrolled in 
Further Education, by Largest Fields of Study 

18 

  
Table 10.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working While Enrolled in 
Further Education, by Largest Race/Ethnicity Categories 

19 

  
Table 11.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working While Enrolled in 
Further Education, by Gender 

20 

  
Table 12.  Median Wages for Baccalaureate Graduates, Employed Full-Time, 
One Year After Graduation, by Largest Race/Ethnicity Categories and  
by Largest Fields of Study 

24 

  
Table 13.  Median Wages for Baccalaureate Graduates, Employed Full-Time, 
One Year After Graduation, by Gender and by Largest Fields of Study 

25 



  

 

BOARD of GOVERNORS  State University System of Florida                                 6 
 

INTRODUCTION 

This report presents the results of the Graduate Follow-up Study: Baccalaureate Class of 
2014.  This is the second such report published by the Board of Governors.  The first 
report, a pilot study, based on the Class of 2012 was presented to the Board in 
September 2014.  These studies are designed to complement existing reports of the 
Board of Governors and inform efforts to meet the goals and objectives of the Board’s 
2025 System Strategic Plan. 
 
The current study was enhanced to provide better and more comprehensive outcome 
information.  First, this study includes employment information from Florida, 38 other 
states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, whereas the previous study only 
included Florida employment information.   Second, graduates 
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Polytechnic University, who enrolled its first students in Fall 2014 did not have any 
graduates to include in this analysis.  
 
The SUS institutions award degrees in 28 fields of study, based on the 2-digit 
Classification of Instructional Program (CIP) category associated with the degrees 
awarded.  Most of the degrees awarded to the class of 2014 were in the following ten 
fields:  Business & Marketing, Health Professions, Social Sciences, Psychology, 
Biological Sciences, Education, Engineering, Communication & Journalism, Security & 
Protective Services, and Visual & Performing Arts.  Table 1 below provides a list of the 
top 10 fields in which degrees were awarded during the 2013-2014 academic year.  
(Refer to Table A in Appendix B for details regarding all 28 fields of study.) 
 
Table 1.  Baccalaureate Degrees Awarded to the Class of 2014, by Largest Fields of 
Study 
 

Field of Study 
Number 

of 
Graduates 

% of Total 
Graduates 

Business & Marketing 11,510 20% 
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Collectively, these three groups provide a picture of the outcomes for 52,431 
baccalaureate degree recipients from the Class of 2014.  It is important to note the 
extensive overlap between employment and enrollment as shown in Figure 3 below.  
This figure shows that 25% of graduates who worked were also enrolled and 77% of 
those enrolled also worked.  Therefore, graduates who worked while enrolled were 
included in analyses that separately address enrollment and working in order to ensure 
that the extent to which graduates worked or pursued additional education is not 
understated. 
 
Figure 2.  Overlap Between Employment and Enrollment Outcomes, Class of 2014  
 

 
 
As previously noted, some employment and/or education outcomes are known for 89% 
of the graduates whose records were available for this study.  An analysis by field of 
study, shown in Figure 3 on the following page, shows that Education was the field of 
study with the highest percentage of graduates with known outcomes (95%) and Visual 
& Performing Arts had the lowest percentage of graduates found (83%) in the available 
data sources. 
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DO GRADUATES GET JOBS? 
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DO GRADUATES PURSUE FURTHER EDUCATION? 

The answer to this question is also yes.  Overall 30%, or 15,661 of the graduates found in 
the national employment and education databases, pursued additional education one 
year after graduation.  They represent approximately 27% of the graduates whose 
records were used for the study.  Most (77%) worked while enrolled, and will be 
discussed in the next section.  Due to data limitations described in Appendix A, it is 
impossible to determine 1) how many enrolled in graduate programs, 2) what their field 
of study was, and 3) how many enrolled full-time basis. 
 
These outcomes also varied by field of study.  The fields with the highest number of 
graduates pursuing further education were Health Professions (1,991), Business & 
Marketing (1,941), Psychology (1,832), and Biological Sciences (1,823). 
 
The proportion who were enrolled one year after graduation, as a percent of all 
graduates whose records were used for the study, ranged from 8% of Engineering 
Technician graduates to 49% of Public Administration graduates.  The fields with the 
highest proportions enrolled were Public Administration (49%), Biological Sciences 
(48%), and Agriculture (47%).  Refer to Table 6 and Table F in Appendix B for details. 
 
Table 6.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Enrolled in Further Education, by 
Largest Fields of Study 
 

Field of Study # Enrolled 
% of 

Graduates 
  

Total 
Number 

of 
Graduates 

Biological Sciences 1,823 48%  3,829 

Business & Marketing 1,941 17%   11,510 

Communication & Journalism 366 12%  3,160 

Education 653 18%   3,577 

Engineering 662 20%  3,338 

Health Professions 1,991 33%   5,977 

Psychology 1,832 38%  4,852 

Security 
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Follow-up question:  How do these outcomes vary based on gender or race/ethnicity? 
 
The proportions of graduates from the largest racial/ethnic groups who pursued 
additional education, as a percent of all graduates whose records were used for the 
study, were generally comparable to their proportions among all graduates.  A slightly 
higher proportion of Black/African American graduates pursued additional education 
compared to their proportion among all graduates.  A slightly lower proportion of 
White graduates pursued additional education compared to their proportion among all 
graduates.  Refer to Table 7 below for details. 
 
Table 7.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Enrolled in Further Education, by 
Largest Race/Ethnicity Categories 
 

Race/Ethnicity 
# of 

Graduates 
Enrolled 

% of 
Graduates 
Enrolled 

(N=15,661) 

 
Total # of 
Graduates 

% of Total 
Graduates 
(N=58,717) 

Black / African American 2,229 15%  7,279 12% 
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DO GRADUATES WORK WHILE PURSUING 

ADDITIONAL EDUCATION? 

As previously noted, the number of graduates pursuing additional education after 
completing a baccalaureate degree is not insignificant.  Approximately 23%, or 12,033 of 
the 2014 graduates found in the national employment and education databases, worked 
and pursued education at the same time within one year after graduation.  They 
represent approximately 20% of the graduates whose records were used for the study.  
Just under half of the graduates who worked while enrolled were employed full time 
(46%).   
 
Again, the outcomes varied by field of study as shown in Table 9 on the following page.  
Among the ten fields with the highest number of degrees awarded, the fields with the 
highest numbers of graduates who pursued additional education while working were 
Health Professions (1,646), Business & Marketing (1,549), and Psychology (1,436).  The 
fields with the highest proportion of graduates who worked while enrolled, as a percent 
of all graduates whose records were used for the study, were Public Administration 
(39%), Agriculture (33%), and Biological Sciences (33%). 
 
The highest proportion of graduates who worked full-time while enrolled, as a percent 
of those who worked while enrolled, were found in the following fields:  Business & 
Marketing (60%), Education (59%), and Engineering (59%).  For more details about 
graduates who worked while pursuing additional education, refer to Table 9 on the 
following page and Table I in Appendix B.  Note Table I does not contain full- and part-
time data due to small cell sizes.  Refer to Appendix A for information regarding 
reporting limitations due to privacy laws and regulations. 
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Table 9.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working While Enrolled in Further 
Education, by Largest Fields of Study 
 

Field of Study 

Working Full-
Time While 

Enrolled 
  

Working Part-
Time While 

Enrolled 
  

Total 
Working 
While 

Enrolled 

% of 
Number 

of 
Graduates 

in Field 

  

Total 
Number of 
Graduates 

# 

% of 
Total 

Working
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proportions among their respective fields of study. Refer to Table J in Appendix B for 
details. 
 
Data for graduates in the other race/ethnic categories cannot be reported due to the low 
numbers of graduates.  Refer to Appendix A regarding reporting limitations due to 
privacy laws and regulations.   
 
Table 10.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working While Enrolled in Further 



  

 

BOARD of GOVERNORS  State University System of Florida                                 20 
 

Table 11.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working While Enrolled in Further 
Education, by Gender 
 

Gender 

# of 
Graduates 
Working 
While 

Enrolled 

% of 
Graduates 
Working 
While 

Enrolled 
(N=12,033) 

  
Total # of 
Graduates 

% of Total 
Graduates 
(N=58,717) 

Female 7,678 64%  34,567 
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WHAT ARE THE STARTING SALARIES OF GRADUATES? 

The median wage for graduates of the Baccalaureate Class of 2014 who worked full-
time in Florida, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, or one of an additional 38 states 
participating in WRIS 2 one year after college was $36,300.1  Full-time is defined as 
earning $16,494 or more per year. 2  Median annual wages for full-time workers varied 
by field of study, ranging from a low of $27,100 for Biological Sciences to a high of 
$56,300 in Engineering (refer to Table L in Appendix B). 
 
As depicted by the fields of study listed at the top of Figure 4, there were wide ranges of 
wages in each field.  With this much variability, median wages may not be an accurate 
indicator of what a recent graduate is likely to earn.  To provide better information, 
more data points are provided in this section of the report so that future graduates may 
have a better understanding of the wages earned by recent graduates. 
 
Figure 4 illustrates the median wages for the 28 fields of study, along with the inter-
quartile range represented by the gray boxes (25th and 75th percentile), and the restricted 
range represented by the lines that extend beyond the inter-quartile range to the 5th and 
95th percentile.  The restricted range from the 5th to the 90th percentile is used to control 
for unusually high and low wages.  Where the data show a smaller wage range, the 
median is likely a more accurate depiction of post-baccalaureate wages for new 
graduates.  For example, the median wages for Communication & Journalism graduates 
was only $35,900 while the range for Social Science graduates was $44,000 indicating 
less variability among the wages of Communication & Journalism graduates compared 
to the Social Science graduate wages.  
 
The field of study with the largest range of wages was Engineering Technician (range = 
$69,500), followed by Computer & Information Sciences (range = $67,800).  The field 
with the smallest range of wages was Cultural Studies (range = $27,700).  Refer to Table 
L in Appendix B for more details. 
 
 
  

                                                 
1 Median wage figures reflect annualized quar waies  
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Figure 4.  Distribution of Wages for Baccalaureate Graduates Employed Full-Time 
One Year After Graduation, by Field of Study  
 

 
Sources:  Board of Governors staff analysis of data from the Florida Education & Training Placement Information Program 
(FETPIP) and the State University Data System. N= 32,163. 
 
Notes:  Includes graduates whose degrees were granted in the Summer and Fall terms of 2013 and the Spring of 2014.  Wages 
reflect annualized quarterly wages reported in the 4th quarter after the degree was granted.  The low and high points reflect the 
5th and 95th percentile.  The low and high ends of the box reflect the 25th and 75th percentile and the line in the middle of the 
box reflects the median.  Data are for workers with a full-time wage or greater in the fourth quarter following graduation.  
Includes degree recipients who were only working full-time and those who worked full-time while enrolled in additional 
education.  Data were sorted by restricted range, with the largest at the top and the smallest at the bottom.  

 
Follow-up question:  How do these outcomes vary based on gender or race/ethnicity? 
 
An analysis for the largest racial/e
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graduates is higher than the median for all graduates by $600 and $500 respectively.  
Refer to Table 12 on the following page for details. 
 
Table 12 on the following page also shows annual median wages by field of study for 
Black/African American, Hispanic, and White Graduates.  Black/African American 
graduates with degrees in Business & Marketing, Communication & Journalism, Health 
Professions, Security & Protective Services, and Visual & Performing Arts had median 
wages that were $1,000 or more below the median for all graduates in those fields.  The 
largest gap was for Black/African American graduates with degrees in Health 
Professions, which was $7,400 less than the median for all Health Professions graduates 
($37,100 compared to $44,500). 
 
The median wages for Hispanic graduates were comparable to or exceeded the median 
for graduates across all fields of study with two exceptions.  The median wages for 
Hispanic graduates was lower for those with degrees in Biological Science ($26,400 vs. 
$27,100, a difference of $700) and Education ($41,300 vs. $42,500, a difference of $1,200). 
 
The median wages for White graduates were comparable to or exceeded the median for 
all graduates.  The most notable difference in median wages was for graduates in 
Health Professions where the median wages for White graduates ($46,400) was $1,900 
higher than the median for all Health Professions graduates ($44,500).   
 
Data for graduates in the other race/ethnic categories cannot be reported due to the low 
numbers of graduates.  Refer to Appendix A regarding reporting limitations due to 
privacy laws and regulations.   
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Table 12:  Median Wages for Baccalaureate Graduates, Employed Full-Time, One 
Year After Graduation, by Largest Race/Ethnicity Categories and by Largest Fields of 
Study 
 

Sources:  Board of Governors staff analysis of data from the Florida Education & Training Placement Information Program 
(FETPIP) and the State University Data System. N= 32,163. 
 
Notes:  Includes graduates whose degrees were granted in the Summer and Fall terms of 2013 and the Spring of 2014.  Wages 
reflect annualized quarterly wages reported in the 4th quarter after the degree was granted.  Full-time employment status was 
based on employment status during the fourth quarter following graduation.  Includes degree recipients who were only working 
full-time and those who worked full-time while enrolled in additional education.   
 
An analysis of annual median wages by gender and by field of study shows several 
differences, as shown in Table 13 on the following page.  Overall, the annual median 
wage for female graduates ($34,700) was $4,400 less than the annual median wage for 
male graduates ($39,100).  The annual median wage for female graduates with degrees 
in Biological Sciences, Business & Marketing, Security & Protective Services, Social 
Sciences, and Visual & Performing Arts were between $500 and $3,000 less than the 
median wages for males with degrees in the same field.  Conversely, the annual median 
wage for female graduates with degrees in Communication & Journalism, Education, 
Engineering, Health Professions, and Psychology were between $300 and $3,000 higher 
than the annual median wages for males with degrees in the same field.   
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Table 13:  Median Wages for Baccalaureate Graduates, Employed Full-Time, One 
Year After Graduation, by Gender and by Largest Fields of Study 
 

Field of Study 

Females   Males 
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NEXT STEPS 
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The Baccalaureate Follow-Up Study is designed to be an annual, sustainable, and 
replicable study providing critical information about Florida’s State University System’s 
outcomes in order to support system-wide strategic planning.  In addition, this study 
provides information students can use to plan for careers and post-baccalaureate 
education.  Campus administrators and faculty can also use this report to evaluate 
student outcomes that may lead to changes in programs or student services.    
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APPENDIX A:  TECHNICAL NOTES 

The study is based on individual-level data for the 58,717 graduates from the State 
University Data System (SUDS).  These records were then matched to records in the 
National Student Clearinghouse (NSC) and the Florida Education and Training 
Placement Information Program (FETPIP).  Both of these data sources have several 
limitations that impacted the findings in this report. 
 

National Student Clearinghouse 
The NSC database includes records from 3,600 colleges and universities nationwide, 
which enroll 98% of all students in public and private U.S. institutions.  While this 
database is comprehensive, there is a chance that an SUS graduate pursued additional 
education at a college or university that does not report data to NSC or at a college or 
university in another country.  The number of graduates pursuing additional education 
at one of these types of institutions is likely very minimal.  Data provided by NSC also 
does not include the number of credit hours or other measure of enrollment intensity 
that would indicate whether individuals were enrolled full- or part-time.  This 
information, if available, would be useful in understanding the extent to which 
graduates worked while pursuing additional education.  The NSC data also does not 
specify the field of study for enrolled students to indicate whether students continue to 
study in the same field or in a different field.  Finally, NSC data does not indicate what 
type of additional education SUS graduates pursued.  Most graduates likely enrolled in 
advanced educational programs, although others may have enrolled in programs that 
lead to a certificate, associate’s degree, or another baccalaureate degree. 
 

Florida Education and Training Placement Information Program 
The employment data for this study was provided by the Florida Education and 
Training Placement Information Program (FETPIP), housed with the Florida 
Department of Education.  FETPIP, through an agreement with the Florida Department 
of Economic Opportunity (DEO), has access to Florida’s Unemployment Insurance (UI) 
database and the national Wage Record Interchange System 2 (WRIS 2) for the purpose 



  

 

BOARD of GOVERNORS  State University System of Florida                                 29 
 

 
Several states with significant populations, some of which are in close geographic 
proximity to Florida, do not provide employment records to the WRIS 2 database.  
These states include: 
 

Alabama, California, Colorado, Georgia*, Hawaii, Massachusetts, Montana, New 
Hampshire, New York, Vermont*, and West Virginia. 

 
*Recently agreed to participate in WRIS 2 although their data was not available for inclusion in this study.   

 
The Florida UI database and the WRIS 2 database also do not contain information for all 
individuals who actually worked.  Individuals not reported include those who:  1) are 
self-employed, 2) are 
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Table A.  Baccalaureate Degrees Awarded to the Class of 2014, by Field of Study 
 

Field of Study 
Number of 
Graduates 

% of Total 
Graduates 

Agriculture 543 1% 

Architecture 297 1% 

Biological Sciences 3,829 7% 

Business & Marketing 11,510 20% 

Communication & Journalism 3,160 5% 

Computer & Information Sciences 1,269 2% 

Cultural Studies 131 0% 

Education 3,577 6% 

Engineering 3,338 6% 

Engineering Technician 213 0% 

English & Literature 1,934 3% 

Family & Consumer Sciences 543 1% 

Health Professions 5,977 10% 
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Table B.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working, by Field of Study 
 

Field of Study 

Working Only   Working & Enrolled   Total Working   

Total # of 
Graduates # 

% of 
Graduates 

  # 
% of 

Graduates 
  # 

% of 
Graduates 

  

Agriculture 250 46%  177 33%  427 79%  543 

Architecture 154 52%   79 27%   233 78%   297 

Biological Sciences 1,559 41%  1,253 33%  2,812 73%  3,829 

Business & Marketing 8,079 70%   1,549 13%   9,628 84%   11,510 

Communication & Journalism 2,421 77%  284 9%  2,705 86%  3,160 

Computer & Information 
Sciences 

954 75%   116 9%   1,070 84%   1,269 

Cultural Studies 74 56%  37 28%  111 85%  131 

Education 2,760 77%   566 16%   3,326 93%   3,577 

Engineering 2,251 67%  476 14%  2,727 82%  3,338 

Engineering Technician 173 81%   16 8%   189 89%   213 

English & Literature 1,266 
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Table C.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working, by Full- and Part-time Status 
and 
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Table F.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Enrolled in Further Education, by Field 
of Study 
 

Field of Study 
# 

Enrolled 
% of 

Graduates 
  

Number 
of 

Graduates 

Agriculture 254 47%  543 

Architecture 106 36%   297 

Biological Sciences  1,823 48%  3,829 

Business & Marketing 1,941 17%   11,510 

Communication & Journalism  366 12%  3,160 

Computer & Information Sciences 152 12%   1,269 

Cultural Studies 48 37%  131 

Education  653 18%   3,577 

Engineering  662 20%  3,338 

Engineering Technician 18 8%   213 

English & Literature  456 24%  1,934 

Family & Consumer Sciences 195 36%   543 

Health Professions 
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Table G.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Enrolled in Further Education, by Largest Race/Ethnicity Categories and 
by Largest Fields of Study 
 

 
Sources:  Board of Governors staff analysis of data from the National Student Clearinghouse and the State University Data System.  
 
Notes:  Total graduates include graduates not found in national employment or education databases. Row percentages will not sum to 100 because not all racial/ethnic groups are 
reported.  Includes graduates whose degrees were granted in the Summer and Fall terms of 2013 and the Spring of 2014.  Enrollments were counted within 14 months, or 426 days, 
of graduation.  Includes graduates who also worked while enrolled. 

  

# of 

Graduates 

Enrolled

% of 

Graduates 

Enrolled

# of 

Graduates

% of Total 

Graduates

# of 

Graduates 

Enrolled

% of 

Graduates 

Enrolled

# of 

Graduates

% of Total 

Graduates

# of 

Graduates 

Enrolled

% of 

Graduates 

Enrolled

# of 

Graduates

% of Total 

Graduates

# of 

Graduates 

Enrolled

# of 

Graduates

Biological Sciences 175 10% 367 10% 444 24% 994 26% 845 46% 1,755 46% 1,823 3,829

Business & Marketing 206 11% 1,022 9% 527 27% 3,018 26% 926 48% 5,981 52% 1,941 11,510

Communication & Journalism 65 18% 368 12% 84 23% 762 24% 197 54% 1,781 56% 366 3,160

Education 90 14% 335 9% 142 22% 727 20% 389 60% 2,354 66% 653 3,577

Engineering 41 6% 227 7% 155 23% 826 25% 350 53% 1,809 54% 662 3,338

Health Professions 368 18% 1,104 18% 381 19% 1,090 18% 1,011 51% 3,172 53% 1,991 5,977

Psychology 250 14% 614 13% 579 32% 1,488 31% 847 46% 2,361 49% 1,832 4,852

Security & Protective Services 165 25% 580 24% 166 25% 585 25% 310 46% 1,100 46% 669 2,377

Social Sciences 274 16% 838 14% 431 26% 1,365 23% 841 50% 3,101 53% 1,688 5,843

Visual & Performing Arts 40 13% 199 10% 82 27% 444 22% 159 52% 1,161 59% 304 1,977

All Other Disciplines 555 15% 1,625 13% 825 22% 2,595 21% 1,980 53% 6,864 56% 3,732 12,277

Total 2,229 14% 7,279 12% 3,816 24% 13,894 24% 7,855 50% 31,439 54% 15,661 58,717

Field of Study

Black / African American Hispanic White Total
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Table H.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Enrolled in Further Education, by Gender and by Largest Fields of 
Study 
 

 
Sources:  
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Table J.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working While Enrolled in Further Education, by Largest Race/Ethnicity 
Categories and by Largest Fields of Study 
 

 
Sources:  Board of Governors staff analysis of data from the National Student Clearinghouse and the State University Data System.  
 
Notes:  Total graduates include graduates not found in national employment or education databases. Row percentages will not sum to 100 because not all racial/ethnic groups are 
reported.  Includes graduates whose degrees were granted in the Summer and Fall terms of 2013 and the Spring of 2014.  Enrollments were counted within 14 months, or 426 days, 
of graduation.  Graduates working within one year were counted if they worked at least one quarter within 12 months after graduation. 
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Table K.  Number of Baccalaureate Graduates Working While Enrolled in Further Education, by Gender and by 
Largest Fields of Study 
 

 
Sources:  Board of Governors staff analysis of data from the National Student Clearinghouse and the State University Data System.  
 
Notes:  Total graduates include graduates not found in national employment or education databases. Row percentages may not sum to 100 due to rounding.  Includes graduates 
whose degrees were granted in the Summer and Fall terms of 2013 and the Spring of 2014.





 
 

  




